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McKendree-Simms-Brookland UMC 
Rev. Eric W. King, Pastor 
2421 Lawrence Street, NE 
Washington, DC. 20018 

First UMC Bradbury Heights 
Rev. Bernard Harris, Sr, Pastor 

4323 Bowen Road, SE 
Washington, DC 20019 

Franklin P. Nash UMC 
Rev. Charles Phillips, Jr., Pastor 

2001 Lincoln Road, NE 
Washington, DC. 20002 

Ryland Epworth UMC 
Rev. Dr. Samuel Holbrook-Smith, Pastor 

3200 S Street, SE 
Washington, DC. 20020 

Rev. Gerald A. Green, Jr. 
District Superintendent 

Rev. LaTrelle Easterling 
Resident Bishop 

Open Hearts 
Open Minds 

Open Doors 

The people of the United Methodist Church 

Our Known Sick and Recovering 
Members 

Abner McCorkle & Lucy McCorkle 
Alvon Lewis 
John Greene 
Lisa McRae 
William Corley & Matilda Corley 
Rev. Alfonso Harrod 
Herman Cobb 
Mary Hubbard 
Rosalie Guerra 
Tara Armwood 

Watch Care Members 

Annie Rice 
Bertha McNair 
Christine Thomas 
Elizabeth Phillips 
Susie Bennafield 
Thaddeus Griffin 
Willa Kynard 
Sallie Henderson 
Lenora McRae 
Michael Johnson & Genevieve Johnson 
Kathryn Thornton 
Karlene Ore-Klimpacher 
Karen Morse 
Wanda Lee  
Carolyn Brown 
Vicki Anderson 

If you have knowledge of a member who is sick, 
needs watch care, or is bereaved, please call the 
Church Office or Karl Ore as soon as possible. 
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My beloved Faith MSB Family, 

Greetings and grace to you in the name and nature of 
our Lord, Savior and Liberator, Jesus Christ. 

It has been a blessing to serve as your pastor for the 
past six months. I must admit that it has been by far 
the most challenging transition to a new appointment 
in my twenty-three year pastoral experience.  
The COVID protocol has stalled much in the life of 
the church.  Usually by now there would have been 
many opportunities for formal and informal meetings 
and fellowship that would allow us to be more than 
just acquainted. Much of what would take place in the 
life of the church is still in adapted mode.  We 
continue to review and follow the COVID protocol 
established by our Bishop LaTrelle Easterling.  (See 
Baltimore Washington Conference website for 
details.) 
Prior to the formal July beginning of my pastoral 
ministry at MSB, I conducted several one-on-one 
meetings with leaders and members to learn about 
ministries, strengths and concerns. The process 
continued after I came on board as pastor. I have 
enjoyed and been inspired by phone conversations 
with those on the Sick and Recovering list. Others of 
us fellowshipped during the initial “Zoom Pastor’s 
Day Party.” More gatherings like this will be 
scheduled early in 2022! 
Unfortunately, my greeting time is abbreviated 
following Sunday worship, largely because I have an 
underlying condition of asthma. I have been 
vaccinated with first dose and booster.  I will continue 
to practice safe health methods as I hope that each of 
you will; and especially those of us with underlying 
health concerns. Infection due to COVID and its 
variants continues to rapidly increase, infecting those 
of us who are vaccinated; as well as those who are 
not. 
 

I was asked almost immediately by many regarding 
my vision for MSB. My initial contemplation has 
been to observe and embrace the operating mission-
vision already established and to minister within the 
current practice. In frequent and as needed meetings, 
key leaders, along with others, have offered faithful 
guidance, information, and prayer during my 
transition. Thank you! 

I appreciate the partnership of our office manager 
and finance team for their unseen, but very necessary 
weekly operations.  I am delighted about the efforts 
of the Outreach and Sick and Recovery Teams for 
ongoing ministry to those in our congregation and 
community during such a critical time.   
I have been blessed in Sunday ministry partnership 
by two anointed associate ministers and gifted 
musicians. In service weekly, faithfully ministering 
are our Doorkeepers, Greeters, Media 
representatives, Trustees, Communion Stewards, 
and the gifted hands of the Sign Ministry. I 
appreciate you all! The gradual return of the Dance 
Ministry and formation of Sunday youth 
participation will continue in a safe practice. 
Unfortunately unmasked “group singing” will not 
take place at this time.  
What I envision as ministry/congregational needs are 
as follows: 
• If there is a benefit from COVID, it is that the

Lord is allowing us all time to investigate what is
in and going out of our individual “Inner
Sanctuary,” our “Hearts” personally. I
encourage all of us to cultivate and deepen our
personal relationship with God. This practice
flows from inward to outward. Considerations
are: How much time are you spending with God
alone in study, prayer, and contemplation? Are
you growing in faith and spirit? What comes out
of us, and the way in which it comes out is a
direct reflection of our growth or deepening need
for a relationship with Jesus Christ. I encourage
you to connect with one of the church teaching
ministries on Tuesday or Wednesday, and if not
already established, to set aside a regular
personal time with the Lord.
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• Time of discernment to develop twenty-first century
innovation for current ministries, and to determine
those which might need to be left inactive for a
season. To strengthen ministry to the community we
must creatively connect within the community to
feel what they feel and know what they know from
their perspective in order to progressively engage.

• So far two leaders’ retreats have been conducted to
begin the above process. My commitment is to
retreat with leaders quarterly. Other processes will
be developed to involve the greater congregation.

• The newly installed church communication system
will allow us to creatively conduct ministry
meetings, teaching, and fellowship, as well as share
information.  The church website is currently under
construction. Our Facebook page is active but not
complete. Check it out at MSB UMC!

• I have discerned a need for forgiveness and
reconciliation within our fellowship. There seems to
be a long, lingering need that predates my arrival to
build transparency, trust and unity. “Church Hurt”
may be directed and displaced toward people and in
ways that might make some persons tentative
regarding involvement in church life. We must also
guard against becoming deeply entrenched in
tradition that does not make room for a new future.

• One of the most elusive age groups to maintain in
most churches is older youth and young adults.
Research reveals that many youth-young adults love
Jesus but have a major concern in the way that they
observe older church members behave and relate to
each other and younger persons in the church. There
must also be room in ministry and worship format,
including music, that speaks to their needs. I look
forward to meeting with available “young heads”
and gaining insight on where they hang out and how 
to meet their needs spiritually and socially. 

• Lastly, going forward into 2022, I look forward to
modifications in the Sunday order of worship. Small,
medium, and most mega congregations have
reconfigured Sunday to a “one hour” worship
format.  This is NOT because of the pandemic, but
due to social shifts and congregational request.  The
Black Church is often reluctant to adapt to change.
However, it now realizes that it can “trim the fat” out
of the order of worship and still be worshipful and
informative. Going forward, to keep everyone
informed, we will make creative use of our monitors
on Sunday for most announcements.  There will be
an expanded use of email and postal mail, as well as

• The T

sharing information on our website when it becomes 
operational. 
Established research shows that every 500 years 
evolution takes place where God does something 
“New” in society. If we, the body of Christ, do not 
change we stand a chance to be left behind, or 
become irrelevant.  
The Book of Acts supports a description of the 
Church as an organism, over an organization. Based 
on shifting needs of the congregation and 
community, the Church must give way to 
progression and change.  We should celebrate the 
Lord for who MSB is and what she has done. Also, 
we must be prayerful for God’s discernment and 
vision for who MSB is to become in order to 
continue the primary work of transforming the world 
and making disciples of Jesus Christ. 
I look forward to a great time of ministry and 
fellowship together this New Year!  
It is my prayer that the Lord do something new and 
surprising in your life. May the Lord in 2022 meet 
you and your family at your point of need and shift 
you into closer relationship and realization of the 
goodness of God! 
Please feel free to call, text or email me personally 
(410) 935-1038 for progressive conversation about
the future of our beloved MSB.

“Keep shining, the world needs your light!” 

Yours in the service to the Savior, 
Pastor Eric Wellington King 

• The T



 5 

 
  

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Church Council Corner 

Greetings, MSB Family and Friends! We held 
three Church Council Meetings since 
November. On November 1st, the Council 
approved the recommendation to increase 
the Pastor’s salary and housing allowance by 
2% as recommended at annual conference. 
This increase brings Rev. King’s 2022 
compensation package to $118,099. In a 
Church Conference held on November 9th, 
presided over by DS Green, MSB members 
supported and voted to approve the 
compensation package.   

 On Saturday, November 20th the Church 
Council received a comprehensive update 
on the current financial health of the Church 
from Finance Chair Mary Harris. Sis Harris 
explained procedures for collecting, 
counting, and disbursing church funds. She 
also provided an analysis of tithes and 
offerings for 2019, 2020, and 2021. As you 
might imagine, we experienced wide 
fluctuations in giving. Factors that impact 
giving: MSB’s congregation is aging, many 
live on fixed-income, and some of our 
mature givers have passed on. Total church 
finances are also impacted by income from 
rental properties. Sis Harris and the Finance 
Committee noted that the Capital Fund is 
not as robust as it should be and that the 

 

Trustees (and the Church) will need to 
consider actions to address this issue. The 
Church is blessed with continued support 
from its members and friends during the 
pandemic.   

On December 15th the Church Council 
received an update on technology upgrades 
from the Trustees. Sis Joy Bowman 
presented a comprehensive picture 
(complete with analogies of the technical 
terms that we could understand) of the 
completed and ongoing projects to upgrade 
the electrical, telephone, audio, and visual 
communications systems. She noted that 
the age of the church with its thick walls, as 
well as lack of upgrades over the years, 
meant that MSB needed to make extensive 
upgrades to allow streaming of Sunday 
services. In the beginning of the pandemic, 
Sis Joy was using her personal equipment to 
allow virtual broadcast of services. Most of 
the equipment MSB has purchased should 
be installed by the end of the year. Of note, 
the temperature in the church will need to 
be kept at a constant temperature to 
protect the equipment. (Please dress in 
layers and bring a shawl, throw, coat, or 
sweater during the fall and winter months 
as the church may not be as warm as 
expected. The Trustees will not turn the 
heat up to make it “toasty.”)  Sis Joy also 
noted that additional work will be needed 
to the electrical system, among other 
projects. At the next Council meeting, the 
Trustees will provide a breakdown of costs 
of upgrades made to date.  

Sis Belva Martin, Chair 

 



6 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

Yvonne Dodson 2 Ernest Davis 1 
Pat Callahan 2 Marie Gunn 3 
Barbara T. Jones 3 Deborah Smith 7 
Rev. Alphonso Harrod 3 Eleanor Hamilton 8 
Corey Wade 4 Pearl Buckles 9 
Karen Evans 4 Jeffrey Robinson 9 
Wanda Lee 5 Carolyn Jones 11 
LaChelle Smith 6 Marisha Taylor 11 
Frederick Frances 7 Genevieve Johnson 12 
Brianna Broadnax 12 Leon Anderson 14 
Frank Broadnax 12 Tara Armwood 14 
Kristin Hudson 12 Freda Johnson 15 
Sally Henderson 18 Rosalind Harris 16 
Adama Yates 20 Emma Holbrook 17 
Linda Alexander 23 Imani Yates 17 
Nikki Dobyns 29 Julie Dean 21 
Lisa McRae 29 Carolyn O. Brown 22 
Jon Wells 30 Mason Clark 23 

Otelia Lyons 25 
Gladys “Bea” Sanders 25 
Laurie Warf 27 
Valeria Williams 28 

If we omitted your January or February birthday, please 
let the Church Office or Rosalind Harris know.  We all want to 
celebrate with you. 

Please join me in thanking Sis. 
Brenda Mosley and her team for 
preparing 29 wonderful Christmas 
baskets for our known sick and 
watch care members.  
Thank you also to Min. Denise 
McKoy for her fervent prayer of 
blessing the baskets and sending 
them forth.
Merry Christmas to all, 

Karl L. Ore 

I would like to extend a special 
thanks to the Sick and Recovery 
Committee, Minister McCoy’s 
Bible Study Class, and my entire 
McKendree family for all your 
gifts, cards, prayers, well wishes, 
visits, and calls during my illness. 
I am so happy to be part of such a 
family. Your loving kindness 
really lifts my spirits. Please 
continue to pray for me as I will 
for you. 
Alvon Lewis 
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THOUGHT FOR THE DAY  
  

Our hope is not in the new year, but in the One who makes all things new. —Anon. 
 

 

Dear Friends in Christ,  
  
In only a few days, we will observe the birth of the 
Christ child in which God lived among us in the 
flesh. But then, we hurtle quickly to the end of the 
calendar year 2021. Inevitably, we will review 
important events of the past year, and think about 
what we hope for in the new year. In fact, when 
the ministry team visits the homebound in 
January, these themes are great topics of 
conversation. Is she or he looking forward to 
something in particular (the birth of a grandchild, 
a graduation or confirmation)? Is he or she 
making any New Year’s resolutions?  
  
Also, the team might check to see if help is 
needed to take down a Christmas tree or other 
holiday decorations. The team could also contact 
homebound or elderly persons (even if they are 
not homebound) about whether they need help 
shoveling sidewalks if they live in a climate where 
snow is commonplace in January. 
  
In many ways, January is a month of new 
beginnings. Discuss some Scriptures that the 
homebound might want to take as their Bible 
verse for 2022.  

 

 

 

 

  

  

 
God bless you as you plan for your ministry in the new year! 

  

 
Submitted by Minister Denise McKoy 
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Wednesday Bible Study 

with  

Minister Denise McKoy 

from 11:00 am - 12:30 pm. 

Free Conference Call: 

Dial In:  1-605-468-8009 

Access Code:  516310# 

 

Men’s Bible Study 
with  

Pastor Eric King 

Tuesdays 

7:00 – 8:00 pm 
Zoom.us 

ID: 8835981985 

Password:  871661 

Dial In:  301-715-8592  

(use same information as above) 

 

 
NEW CLASS:  For those who are not available for daytime Bible study, an 

evening class begins on January 5, 2022.  
 Zoom.us 

ID: 8835981985 

Password:  871661 

Dial In:  301-715-8592  

(use same information as above) 

Wednesday Evening Bible Study 

      with  

Rev. Lavone Ward   

   7:00 – 8:00 pm 
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January/ February Lectionary Scriptures 

11:00am 

Study Leader:   

Belva Martin 

Teleconference Line:   

425-436-6319 

Access Code:   

181085 

Belva’s Cell:  301-792-4613 

 

Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany  
 Feb 1, 2022  

• Jeremiah 1:4-10  
• Psalm 71:1-6  
• 1 Corinthians 13:1-13  
• Luke 4:21-30  
Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany  

February 8, 2022  
• Isaiah 6:1-8, (9-13)  
• Psalm 138  
• 1 Corinthians 15:1-11  
• Luke 5:1-11  
Sixth Sunday after the Epiphany  

February 15, 2022  
• Jeremiah 17:5-10  
• Psalm 1  
• 1 Corinthians 15:12-20  
• Luke 6:17-26  
Seventh Sunday after the Epiphany  

February 22, 2022       
• Genesis 45:3-11, 15  
• Psalm 37:1-11, 39-40  
• 1 Corinthians 15:35-38, 42-50  
• Luke 6:27-38  
Transfiguration Sunday  

March 1, 2022 
• Exodus 34:29-35   
• Psalm 99    
• 2 Corinthians 3:12-4:2 
• Luke 9:28-36, (37-43a) 
 

Epiphany of the Lord  
January 4, 2022  

• Isaiah 60:1-6 
• Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14  
• Ephesians 3:1-12  
• Matthew 2:1-12  
Baptism of the Lord  

January 11, 2022  
• Isaiah 43:1-7  
• Psalm 29  
• Acts 8:14-17  
• Luke 3:15-17, 21-22  
Second Sunday after the Epiphany  

January 18, 2022  
• Isaiah 62:1-5  
• Psalm 36:5-10  
• 1 Corinthians 12:1-11  
• John 2:1-11  
Third Sunday after the Epiphany  

 January 25, 2022  
• Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10  
• Psalm 19  
• 1 Corinthians 12:12-31a  
• Luke 4:14-21  
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Help others. 
Admit it when you are wrong. 

Promote Christ at every opportunity, 
Present yourself in the best way possible. 

Yield not to temptation. 
 

Never think an unkind thought of others. 
Endeavor to work harder for the Lord. 

Weed out your bad habits with God’s help. 
 

Yearn and pray for peace. 

Earnestly desire a stronger relationship with Christ. 
Attend church regularly. 

Resolve to give your will for Christ and His Church. 
 
Submitted by Mary Hayman 
 
 

 
 
TO ALL,   
 
HAPPY HOLIDAYS AND I TRUST YOUR CHRISTMAS WAS MERRY AND 
FILLED WITH LOVE AND GRACE.  THANK YOU FOR ALL YOUR LOVE 
AND SUPPORT THIS YEAR AND FOR ALWAYS PUTTING ME IN YOUR 
PRAYERS AND THOUGHTS OF LOVE,   
 
MAY YOUR YEAR 2022 BE BRIGHT AND BLESSED. 
 
LOVE, LYNN DAVENPORT 
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Scenes Around McKendree 

   
 

     
 

  
 

Photographs by Leon Anderson 
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December 2021 
 
Greetings All, 
 
From our family to yours, to date, we are so grateful to God for 
shielding us from the rafts of several viruses over the past 
couple of years. 
 
Some of us have lost loved ones.  Unfortunately, we have read 
and heard of others giving up.  Some have even contemplated 
or have committed suicide or have taken other drastic 
measures because they were unable to cope with the changes 
that we have been forced to endure. 
 
We are so thankful that we remain steadfast in our knowing 
that God promised to take care of us.  We only need to have 
faith and believe. 
 
Early this year, we lost a long-time friend who spoke at our 
50th wedding anniversary.  Shortly thereafter, her daughter lost 
her son to gun violence.  In her response to those of us who 
shared our sorrow, she posted a message on Facebook: “Until 
you have lost a loved one, you won’t know how to celebrate a 
birthday, death day, holiday or any other day without them.”  
A profound statement to say the least. 
 
In view of the loss in my own family and the losses within our 
church families, we have decided to reach out to those families 
this holiday season; praying that their homes be filled with the 
joy of family and friends this holiday season. 
 
We are eternally grateful to all who lifted our spirits. 
 
Merry Christmas! 
 
Karl & Dale Ore 
 



 15 

      Managing God’s Gifts to Us 
 

 
 

If I give nothing, I cast my vote in favor of closing the church. 
 

If I give only to local support, I vote to stop missionary activity in this 
hour of need. 
 

If I give grudgingly, I shall find no joy nor receive the blessing of the 
Lord. 
 

If I give proportionately, I shall give something even if of necessity, 
mine must be small. 
 

If I give systematically, I make it possible for my church to plan in 
advance and make it easier for myself. 
 

If I give sacrificially, I shall testify to the high value I place on Christ in 
ministering to the physical and spiritual needs of a suffering 
humanity. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Submitted by Mary Hayman 
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January is National Slavery and Human Trafficking Prevention month.  The month 
of January was first declared as such in 2010 by the then President of the USA, 
Barack Obama.  Slavery and human trafficking are often considered a historic 
problem but sadly it is an issue which is growing on a worldwide basis and one 
which many people in our communities could be vulnerable to.  As a highly lucrative 
business, albeit a criminal one, here in the USA, we are seeing an increase in the 
number of instances reported and it was for these reasons that the awareness raising 
prevention month was established. 

January has been a time to acknowledge those experiencing enslavement and those 
who have escaped.  Human traffickers generate hundreds of billions of dollars in 
profits by trapping millions of people in horrific situations around the world, 
including here in the U.S.  Traffickers use violence, threats, deception, debt bondage, 
and other manipulative tactics to force people to engage in commercial sex or to 
provide labor or services against their will. 

Many organizations across the USA have developed awareness raising campaigns 
and material to help educate us all of the signs, threats and behaviors that are often 
displayed by those operating in or being subjected to slavery and human trafficking. 

The National Human Trafficking Resource Centre, The National Child Traumatic 
Stress Centre and The United Nations Blue Heart Campaign have all compiled a list 
of resources.  These organizations illustrate problems effectively through their 
means of identifying potentially vulnerable people – particularly our young people. 

Submitted by Health & Welfare Ministry 
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McKendree in the Community 

 
 

 
Happy Holidays McKendree Family. 
 
Our daily lives are so busy during this holiday season.  The church is our sanctuary 
and refuge in these challenging times. Just as Jesus fed, clothed, and helped those 
less fortunate, so has McKendree-Simms-Brookland United Methodist Church.  
During the Thanksgiving holiday Sister Karlene Ore-Klimpacher and Brother Earl 
Davis from the DC Department of Parks and Recreation’s Roving Leader Division 
created a community partnership.  Romans 8:28 says “All things work together for 
good to those who love the Lord, who have been called according to his purpose.”  
Sister Karlene and Brother Earl answered the call.  Brother Earl donated 20 
Thanksgiving baskets with turkeys and all the trimmings to our McKendree 
Outreach House.  Our Outreach team gladly accepted them and shared them with 
our Cooperative Parish church, First United Methodist Church – Bradbury Heights.  
Reverend Bernard Harris came to the Outreach House, picked up the baskets and 
expressed his gratitude in securing the baskets.  Our partnership is blossoming 
and growing every day, for the good work has helped so many that are in dire 
straits.  Sister Karlene will continue to work on developing partnerships for 
McKendree as we answer the call to serve those in need in our community. 
 
Submitted by Karlene Ore-Klimpacher 
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Symbols of Epiphany include light, a star, a crown (or three crowns) and a globe or stylized 
portrayal of the world. The color of Epiphany is green to symbolize life, growth, hope and 
eternity.  
 
On the church calendar, the Epiphany season lasts until Ash Wednesday, which is determined 
by the date of Easter.  

 
 

Epiphany, which comes from the Greek 
word epiphaneia, means “an appearance” or “a 
revealing.” Centuries ago, the church set aside 
January 6, the 12th day after Christmas, to mark the 
revealing of Jesus as Christ to the wise men, who 
were Gentiles. Jesus’ first followers were Jewish, so 
the revelation of the divine Christ to the non-Jewish 
magi reminds us that Jesus came to earth to save 
the whole world.

 
 

On the Sunday before Ash Wednesday, many Christian churches celebrate the Transfiguration 
of Our Lord. After telling his shocked, uncomprehending disciples that he would die and rise 
again, Jesus took Peter, James and John up a mountain. Suddenly Jesus appeared to be 
glowing! “He was transfigured before them, and his face shone like the sun, and his clothes 
became white as light” (Matthew 17:2, ESV).  
 
Moses and Elijah appeared, and a voice said, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well 
pleased; listen to him” (verse 5). Jesus’ disciples fell to the ground, overcome by fear. But Jesus 
touched them, told them not to be afraid and led them down the mountain.  
 
The disciples witnessed firsthand the glory and Godhood of Jesus, who would soon die for the 
sins of the world and rise again to give us life. 
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Remembering African-American History With the Words of Our People 
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The Rose that Grew from Concrete 
by Tupac Shakur 

 
Did you hear about the rose that grew  
from a crack in the concrete? 
Proving nature’s law is wrong it 
learned to walk without having feet. 
Funny it seems, but by keeping its dreams, 
it learned to breathe fresh air. 
Long live the rose that grew from concrete 
when no one else ever cared. 
 

 
Submitted by Minister Denise McKoy 

 
Thank you to everyone who has submitted or suggested articles, edited or revised the 
newsletter before printing, or helped in any way to create and publish McKendree 
Matters.  Articles for the March/April newsletter are due by:   
Sunday, February 20, 2022.   
 
Submissions are welcomed from any member with information that would be helpful 
and of interest to our church family.   When possible, please submit articles 
electronically (as email attachments) to kaarmr@cs.com. Articles may also be delivered 
in person during Sunday service or by US mail to:  

Rosalind Harris 
2034 Perry Street, NE 
Washington, DC. 20018 

 



 

“Sing to the Lord; praise his name. 
Each day proclaim the good news that he saves.” 

Psalm 96:2 
 

January /February 2022 
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Rev. Dr. Samuel Holdbrook-Smith 

 
3200 S Street, SE  Washington, DC 20020 

202-582-4006   reumc7255@gmail.com 

IN THIS ISSUE 
 

Holiday Shoebox Donation Drive  2 
Virtual Candlelight Worship Service  2 
Fill a Jar       2 
Birthdays         3 
The Busy Day      3 
Puzzle – A Friend in Jesus    4 
    
 
 
        
 



 2 

 
	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

 

Holiday Shoebox Donation Drive  
Ryland Epworth donated 22 “Shoeboxes” 
containing scarves, hats, gloves, and other 
essential items to So Others Might Eat 
(S.O.M.E.) in support of their annual Holiday 
Shoebox Donation Campaign. Small toys were 
also given in the ‘Shoeboxes’ designated for 
children. In addition to the contributions 
from members, AGAPE Daycare Center, also 
contributed to the effort. The donations were 
delivered to S.O.M.E. on Sunday, December 
12, 2021, by Sister Valerie Boahene.  

 

 
	

Virtual Candlelight     
Worship Service 

On Christmas Eve, Ryland Epworth 
held its annual Christmas Eve 
Candlelight Worship Service via 
Zoom. The audience relived the 
Christmas story through hymns and 
scriptures from the Old and New 
Testament. 

 

 

Fill A Jar 

Need a new tradition to begin the new year? One way to reflect on 
your blessings as the days and months pass is to fill a Blessing 
Jar. Simply find a container (ideally with a lid) and place it in a 
prominent place in your home. Next to it, set slips of paper and 
writing utensils.  
 
Encourage every family member to jot down one thing they’re 
grateful for every day. If you have a large family, you may need 
one jar for each person. You can also use different-colored paper 
slips for each family member.  
 
Every week, sit down together and review the many ways that 
God is present in your lives.  
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January 2nd: 
Rev. Dr. Samuel Holdbrook-Smith 

 

January 4th: 
Senitra McCombs 

 

January 9th: 
Venice Adams 

 

January 10th: 
Eula M. Brown 

 

January 29th: 
Lisa A. Robinson 

 

January 30th: 
Vincent Pope 

 

February 4th: 
Phyllis Bonnette 

 

February 7th: 
Novella R. Dunlap 

 

February 23rd: 
Iris Moore 

 

 

  
 
 
 

 

The Busy Day 
 
Today is a gift 
From God above  
With time for our work  
And time for love.  
 
When work pushes hard  
And haste wants to shove,  
That’s just when we need  
To share more Love.  
by Peggy Ferrell  
 



 4 

 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

First United Methodist Church, Bradbury Heights  
Pastor - Bernard M. Harris, Sr. 

 
 

4323 Bowen Road, SE     Washington, DC  20019 
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“You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden.” 
Matthew 5:14 
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The Mission and Outreach 
Committee blessed 45 families with 
$50 gift cards for Thanksgiving. 
Thank you to all who supported this 
effort. The committee is now 
planning for 2022 events. 
 
 

 
 

 

Church Re-Entry 
 
The Bradbury Heights sanctuary has now been 
sanitized and cleaned in preparation for church 
re-entry using a hybrid virtual/in-person 
model. Our first hybrid service will be held on 
December 26th. Pastor Bernard M. Harris, Sr. 
will bring the morning message.  
 
Thank you to the audio-visual team for 
preparations so that virtual participants, as well 
as in-person participants, can enjoy the same 
worship experience. 
 
 

 

King and the Good Samaritan 

Many Christians will observe Martin 
Luther King Jr.’s birthday on January 
17. (His actual birth date is January 
15.) King’s comments about the 
parable of the good Samaritan (Luke 
10:25-37) are worth remembering:  
 
“The first question that the priest and 
the Levite asked was: ‘If I stop to help 
this man, what will happen to me?’ But 
… the good Samaritan reversed the 
question: ‘If I do not stop to help this 
man, what will happen to him?’”  
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January 8th:  

Mildred Johnson 
 

January 30th:  
Denise McCray 

 

January 31st:  
Daphne Chapman 

 

 
 

February 2nd:  
Pastor Bernard M. Harris, Sr. 

 

February 15th:  
Deborah White 

 

February 17th:  
Charles White 

 
 

Love and Laughter Go Hand in Hand! 

Share these jokes with your beloved on February 14 — or 

whenever some humor can brighten a day!  

 

Q: What valentine did the French chef give his wife?  

A: A hug and a quiche  

 

Q: What did the paper clip say to the magnet?  

A: “I find you very attractive.”  

 

Q: What did the pencil say to the paper?  

A: “I dot my i’s on you!”  

 

Q: How did the phone propose to his girlfriend?  

A: He gave her a ring.  

 

Q: What do you call a very small valentine?  

A: A valentiny 

 
 



 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MCKENDREE MATTERS 
McKendree-Simms-Brookland 

United Methodist Church 
(Church Office) 2421 Lawrence Street, NE 
(Church Sanctuary) 3321 – 24th Street, NE 

Washington, DC. 20018 

This newsletter was prepared especially for 
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