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October gave a party;
The leaves by hundreds came—
The Chestnuts, Oaks and Maples,
And leaves of every name.
The sunshine spread a carpet,
And everything was grand,
Miss Weather led the dancing,
Professor Wind the band.
by George Cooper
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Jesus, undeterred, went right ahead and gave his
charge: “God authorized and commanded me to
commission you: Go out and train everyone you meet,
far and near, in this way of life, marking them by
baptism in the threefold name: Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit. Then instruct them in the practice of all I have
commanded you. I’ll be with you as you do this, day
after day after day, right up to the end of the age.”
Matthew 28:18-20
My beloved Faith Family of MSB,
Greetings and grace to you in the name and nature of
our Lord, Savior and Liberator Jesus Christ.
The past two months have been an exciting and fast
paced shift as I continue to transition into the life and
ministry of this great church and community. I am
enjoying living in Northeast D.C. aka “Chocolate
City.” I continue to meet neighbors and make friends
in my community.
I continue to meet one on one with members, ministry
teams, as well as with leaders in order to deepen my
understanding of the vision and work underway at
MSB. I appreciate greatly the support of key leaders
and ministry teams for informing and assisting me in
the process. While COVID protocol is still in effect,
we are working steadily to enhance our online ministry
stream for your worship enjoyment.
“Happy Hour with Pastor King” and additional
opportunities will be arranged for us to connect and
share. I so look forward to ministering with and
meeting you in a more personal way going forward.
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In the text listed above, Jesus tells us we are to go
out and train everyone in His way of life. Too often
we get stuck in thinking we are to “Build the church
members,” when in fact we are commanded to go out
and reach new people with the good news of Jesus;
training them in his ways of living and behaving.
The COVID pandemic has caused us all to rethink
personal safety precautions, social engagement, as
well as how to safely and effectively interact with the
congregation and community that we serve.
We have also been reminded that there is no building
required to be the church. The church is the
congregation; the church is the people. The church is
meant to be a movement of people sharing Jesus. The
church is meant to teach and model the life of being
a Jesus follower. In the resource Being the Church in
a Post Pandemic World, author Kay Kotan says that
this is a time for the church to practice being
‘flexible, constantly evaluating, evolving and
adapting.’
Primarily, please continue to practice appropriate
health habits. Second, I encourage us all to be
intentional about being flexible, adaptable and
willing to evolve as we rethink and reset the way we
will worship, serve and make disciples of Jesus
Christ.

Some of the blessings I thank God for during the COVID
pandemic are

o
o
o
o
o
o
o

my often taken for granted essential breath of life,
family,
heroes in the medical profession,
clergy,
law enforcement officers,
teachers,
and musicians.

I thank God for the ability to learn a little “Zoom” which
made it possible to feel connected in worship, family meals,
and meetings, etc.

Also, I thank God for persons who taught group Bible study
over the phone.

“We are a Church in transition.”
Harambee, “Let’s do it together.”

Always grateful for the communication media ministry and
all of God’s children.

Oceans of blessings,
God truly provides.

Pastor Eric Wellington King

Sept. 27-30

Lucille Ratliff

Bishop’s Days on the Regions

Bishop LaTrelle Easterling will meet in regional conversation sessions with clergy and laity.
Mark your calendars for the Baltimore Region on Sept. 27 at Hiss UMC,
Southern Region on Sept. 28 at Westphalia UMC,
Washington Region on Sept. 29 at First UMC, and Western Region on Sept. 30 at Rehoboth UMC.
Clergy will meet from 2 to 4 p.m. and the laity from 7 to 8:30 p.m.
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Happy Grandparent’s Day
It’s great to have a day that honors grandparents.
It’s a wonderful time to share why grandparents are important1

The important thing about my grandpa,
Clifford Reese, is that he is fun to talk to.
He gets me new clothes when I need them.
He cooks great food like cornbread. He is fun
to play card games with. He cares for me. He
is fun to read with. I like the stories that he
tells. Lastly, it is fun to travel with him like
when we went to Virginia Beach.
PJ (Paul)Deverger
The important thing about my grandpa,
Clifford Reese, is that he is always caring
towards me, my brother and others. He also
makes really good food like cake, pie and
green beans. He is always showing kindness
towards others by doing things like cutting
hair, paying for my clothes when he takes
me shopping and taking me and my brother
out for breakfast, lunch or dinner. I also love
when we get watermelon and just fruit in
general, but mainly watermelon because we
both really enjoy it.
Valyn Deverger

The important thing about my grandma,
Barbara Jones, is that she is always the host
for special occasions that my family
celebrates. I also love how she take us to get
pedicures for my birthday.
Kelsey Dobyns

The important thing about our
“glammother”, Diane Dallas, is that she
never lets her faith in God fade. She is
always praying for us, and we thank her
for that. We love her very much.

Imani and Adema Yates

The important thing about our “Mama”, Frances
Roche, is that she is always there for us. She
never misses a birthday, special event, program,
etc. Our “Mama” makes sure all of us (7 grands,
2 great-grands) have whatever we need and a lot
of what we want. She is so giving to everyone
around her, not just her grandkids, but also her
classroom kids. “Mama” listens to our stories
about school and work every day. She always has
a funny “old saying” to share with us (even
though we have no idea what it means).
Grandparents are the best and we love them!!!
Brianna and Brandon Broadnax
My grandparents are great because they always
help me and my mom when we need stuff. I
learn things from them like reading and
technology. My grandmother, Rosalind Harris,
helps me with my reading on Sunday after
church. My granddad, Michael Harris, always
has the coolest tech tools when I come to visit,
and he helps me on how to play with them and
use his recording equipment.
Olugbenga Olugbuyi
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Bidding Farewell …

We will remember Pastor Hall for his
religious/pastoral leadership and for being an
affordable housing advocate. First Lady
Dayle will be remembered for her ministry,
prayers and positive support. We bid them
well wishes, love and prayers as they
continue their ministry.

… New Beginnings
On Sunday, June 27, 2021, members,
family and friends of McKendree-SimmsBrookland, bid farewell to Pastor R. David
Hall and First Lady Dayle. Pastor Hall served
as Senior Pastor at MSB-UMC for 11 years.
During this period, MSB, along with Franklin
P. Nash, First Church of Bradbury Heights and
Ryland Epworth UM Church became a
Cooperative Parish.
In spite of our concerns of being in a
pandemic, the farewell message and
celebration proved to be a joyous occasion.
The subject of Pastor Hall’s uplifting sermon
was “The Magnificent Obsession,” Matthew
6, and the Ministry in Music was provided by
the United Voices of Praise.

The love shown from all in attendance at the
farewell celebration was overwhelming for
Pastor and First Lady Dayle. You could see
from their expressions they were surprised and
grateful for the love shown them at the
celebration and throughout their ministry at
MSB.

On Sunday, July 4, 2021, Rev. Eric
Wellington King was welcomed with open
arms to serve as Senior Pastor at McKendreeSimms-Brookland
UMC
and
the
Cooperative Parish.
We believe he is well qualified and was
prayerfully appointed by our Bishop to lead
this congregation as we continue our mission
to be a community of faith, hope and healing.
Rev. King has been sent to live among us as
a bearer of the Word of God, a minister of the
Sacraments and a sustainer of the love, order
and discipleship of the people of God. We
believe he will represent the ministry of
servanthood to equip all Christians to be in
ministry and in service to the community.
Let’s welcome Pastor King as we celebrate
this new beginning by committing to
participate in the ministries of the Church
with our prayers, presence, gifts, and service.
We pray that God will grant us patience, love
and wisdom, and sustain us as we follow
Jesus Christ by living together in love and
offering our talents in His service.
Judy B. Jones, Chairperson
Staff Parish Relations Committee
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A Birthday
Prayer
September

Brianna Corley
Lynn Davenport
Nicole Greene
Lavon McManus
Toni Henderson
William Corley
Bertha McNair
Debra Wilkins
John Thomas
Vera Trappio
Jediah Dean
Shirlene Newman
Lawrence Yates
Belva Martin
Beverly Hamilton
Teria Powell
Mary Pinn
Ellen Davis
Hunter Alexander

1
1
4
4
6
10
11
11
12
15
20
22
22
23
23
27
28
30
30

October

Mary Hubbard
Varetta O’Neal
John Greene
Kendra Alexander
George Parrish
Miriam Lambert
Octavia Paul
Andrea Broadnax
Maynard King
Mecale McCorkle
Claressa Coates
Frank Lane
Karen Morse
Robert Lambert
Sheila King-Smith

2
7
11
11
14
15
16
17
18
18
20
25
29
30
30

and His wisdom guide you, too.
And always, in all places,
May He love and care for you.
Happy Birthday!

Annual Church Conference

If we omitted your September or October birthday, please
let the Church Office or Rosalind Harris know. We all want
to celebrate with you.

Whatever work you do,
do it with all your heart.
Do it for the Lord and not
for men. Colossians 3:23 NLV

May the peace of God be with you,
on this your special day.
May His gift of grace surround you
as you follow in His way.
May His blessing rest upon you

October 9, 2021 at 10:00am - Annual Church
Conference for MSB and all the Cooperative
Parish churches. All members are
encouraged to attend. All members are asked
to be prayful about their discipleship
commitment in responding to the Lay
Leadership Committee’s call to serve.

The Meaning of Service
After the Korean War, an American journalist was searching for humaninterest stories. Inside a clinic run by Christians, he found a nun who was
treating a Korean peasant’s gangrenous wound.
The sight of the ugly infection turned the reporter’s stomach. He said to
the nun, “I wouldn’t do what you’re doing for all the money in the
world.”
The nurse calmly kept at her task and simply replied, “Neither would I.”
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Again, I want to thank you for your abundant
generosity. God bless you for all you have done and
continue to do. We look forward to your continued
faithfulness in giving and sharing throughout 2021. I
ask for your prayers and support as we work together
to keep our church financially stable, continue to fund
the ministries, and to carry out the mission of the
church, “to spread the word that Jesus is alive by
making disciples of Jesus Christ.”
Finally, a summary of giving:
Date

A Letter of Thanks and Gratitude to
McKendree-Simms-Brookland UMC Members
To God be the glory!
I want to take this opportunity to thank you very much
for your financial support, even while the coronavirus
prevented us from being able to worship in person.
You didn’t let that stop you from continuing to support
the church. You chose to continue to give through
PayPal, Cash App and mailing your tithes and offering.
Your continued giving made a great difference in
supporting the Ministries and Mission of our church.

January 1, 2020 – June
30, 2020
January 1, 2021 – June
30, 2021

Total
Number of
Givers
157
133

Total Amount
Received
$153, 733
$143, 842

Yours in Christ,
Mary Harris
Finance Chairperson

Also, we were able to obtain a first and second PPP
Loan (Paycheck Protection Program) which allowed
the church to pay our employees even when the
church was closed! This loan allowed the church to
use the funds budgeted for payroll to pay other
financial obligations, such as apportionments and
utilities. Both PPP loans have been forgiven. The
funds went directly to the United Methodist Credit
Union, Glen Allen, VA which made it possible for
MSBUMC to receive both loans. The church also
received a $1,000 Grant from the BaltimoreWashington Conference to be used to enhance our WiFi system. What we accomplished, we did together.

“No one has ever become poor from giving.”
—Anne Frank
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An Interview with Mrs. Hayman, Retiring Editor of McKendree Matters
The McKendree-Simms-Brookland church family is deeply grateful to Mary “Jackie” Hayman for her
committed service as Editor of McKendree Matters. She reluctantly agreed to share a bit of history and
some words of wisdom as she ends her tenure.

When was McKendree Matters first published?
• I think the newsletter began around 1990.

Who suggested creating a newsletter for the church?
• Mrs. Katherine Faison, our former Church Secretary,
felt that MSB should have a newsletter.

Who served as Editor prior to your time •
in that position?
• Mrs. Faison was the first editor. She had a staff of about four volunteers, including me. In 2000, I took
over as the second editor of McKendree Matters. From 2000 until now, I’ve served as editor with the
exception of two other volunteers, who each published three or four issues.

What are some of the challenges you encountered in producing a church newsletter?
• One challenge was finding articles to include in the newsletter. I knew I needed to include material that
would be of interest to the entire congregation and other readers, children as well as adults. Sometimes
getting submissions from ministry areas required me to continually remind them to prepare articles and
to adhere to deadlines, so that the newsletter could be published as scheduled.

What did you enjoy most about creating the newsletter?
I really enjoyed being the editor, researching information and articles to include in the bi-monthly
newsletter. I tried to make the newsletter colorful and interesting. I always made sure I had puzzles,
comics and other activities that would appeal to children. Other McKendree members would assist by
critiquing and proofreading each issue.

Thinking back, are there especially memorable articles, issues or experiences that you would like to
share?
• I enjoyed putting together the November/December issues of the newsletter. It was gratifying to have
the newsletter mailed out to sick and shut-in members and friends of MSB.
Being editor of McKendree Matters was my ministry, which I truly enjoyed. There is a time and season for
everything, and the season and time has come for me to move on.
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From the Sick and Recovering Ministry
Please allow me to thank each member who
reached out to other members during this
pandemic. Only the recipients of the call can
truly express just how precious those calls were
to them. Remember, in the wise counsel of
Maya Angelou, “People may forget what you say,
they may forget what you do, but they will never
forget how you make them feel.”
In addition, allow me to thank the Sick and
Recovering Ministry members who contributed
to the booklet of memoirs offering personal
reflections on the leadership of Pastor R. David
Hall at McKendree. Sisters Rosalind Harris and
Ellen Davis co-published the booklet for the
Ministry. Let me assure you that Pastor and
First Lady Dayle called to say they were very
pleased regarding the fond memories.
Please continue to reach out to our sick, watch
care and bereaved members for they are forever
in our thoughts and prayers.
Finally, we are eternally grateful to Sister
Thaddeus Griffin for her most generous
donation to our Sick and Recovering Ministry.
Karl L. Ore
Sick and Recovering Ministry Chairperson

Our Known Sick and Recovering
& Watch Care Members
Abner and Lucy McCorkle
Alvon Lewis
Annie Rice
Bertha McNair
Christine Thomas
Elizabeth Phillips
Herman Cobb
Joyce Johnson
Julius Moore IV
Karen Morse
Karlene Ore Klimpacher
Kathryn Thornton
Lenora McRae
Mary Hubbard
Matilda Corley
Michael and Genevieve Johnson
Rev & Mrs. Alphonso Harrod
Rev. Alphie Ngameni’s family
in Cameroon, Africa
Rosalie Guerra
Sallie Henderson
Saundra McNaIr
Steven Bowman
Sue Bennafield
Tara Armwood
Thaddeus Griffin
Vicki Anderson
Willa Kynard
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Sister Lucy McCorkle
A long-time member and dedicated
servant, whose ministry was decorating our whole
church for each season and our Fellowship Hall
for every occasion, is now a patient in a nursing
home. Here, she is, smiling after having received
a “Token of Love” and “Memorial Cluster” from
the Sick and Recovering Ministry. The Cluster is
in memory of her late sister, Everlene Fisher.
Sister Fisher and her husband, Hurley were also
long-time members of our church family. Even
today, we can still see Sister McCorkle’s legacy of
love on the walls of McKendree. We are truly
blessed to have benefited from her labor of love
and for her knowledge, skills, and abilities. To
God be the glory for the beauty Sister McCorkle
was able to provide for our viewing and
enjoyment.
Submitted by Karl L. Ore
Sick and Recovering Ministry Chairperson

Dear Rev. Dr. R. David Hall, Pastor
Mr. & Mrs. Karl L. Ore, Sick and Recovering
Ministry

I want to sincerely thank all the members
who took the time to call, email, send cards
or any other messages to wish me well after
my eye surgery on August 12th.
As an update, I am on the mend at home and
being nursed back to health by my bride of 52
plus years. Oh yes, she assures me that she
doesn’t mind chauffeuring me to and from the
doctor. You know, “For better or worse.”
Karl L. Ore

Words cannot adequately express the depth of my
gratitude and heartfelt appreciation for your love in
recognizing my late brother, William Odell Murphy,
Jr. The Memorial Worship Service today
truly blessed my soul. And the Cluster with my
brother's name on it is absolutely beautiful.
Please know that my family and I will long
remember your kindness and thoughtfulness.
Sincerely,
On behalf of my family,
Ms. Diane D. Dallas
(Sister of William Odell Murphy, Jr.)
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On July 4, 2021, MSB welcomed Pastor Eric W. King
and his family. Pastor King has shared that he is
seeking to build on the traditions and commitment of
MSB and has been meeting with leaders to learn
more about MSB’s ministries. All of our Church
Council meetings since March 2020 have been virtual,
with about 35-40 members attending. Our last
Council Meeting, Rev. King’s first as Pastor, was on
July 24, 2021. Our next meeting will be in September
as we approve the slate of officers and other reports
in preparation for our Church Conference on October
9, 2021.

Church Council Corner
Greetings, MSB Family and Friends! Much has
happened since our last “special” newsletter in
December 2020. Among the highlights, we are
holding in-person services while still under COVID
protocols. We bid farewell to Pastor Hall and First
Lady Dayle Hall and welcomed Pastor Eric W. King.
Through it all, God has been faithful, and we have
persevered.
Other highlights of Council Meetings and events from
the first 7 months of 2021, include installation of
officers in February 2021. Pastor Hall had asked that
those serving in 2020 continue for at least another
year in light of COVID and the transition to a new
Pastor. The Reopening Committee continued to
prepare for reopening, which took place on June 6,
2021. Since then, we have upgraded our IT equipment
to allow virtual streaming and in-person services.
Thanks to Sis. Joy Bowman, who has devoted
countless hours to this effort, along with the Trustees,
the Finance Committee, and others. On June 13,
2021, MSB held a Memorial Service to honor
members who had passed away since March 2020.
Family and friends gathered as we remembered our
MSB members as well as family members who had
transitioned. On June 27, 2021, Pastor Hall preached
his last sermon.
After service, MSB and other churches in the
Cooperative Parish honored Rev. Hall and First Lady
Dayle. Thanks to SPRC and those who helped to make
Pastor Hall’s sendoff memorable.

On behalf of the Council, thanks to all who have
continued to give of their time, talent, and resources
to further the mission and vision of MSB. The
playground and parking lot have been cleaned and
renovations are underway to make the Pastor’s office
in MSB usable. Several Trustees and members have
cleaned the church attic, other storage rooms, and
rooms in the Education Building; know that your hard
work has not gone unnoticed. Our Outreach Ministry
and the Sick and Recovering Ministry have continued
with their mission to serve others. The Finance
Committee has applied for and received loans under
government COVID relief programs to help meet
payroll and related expenses; we expect to meet
requirements to have these loans become grants
which will not require repayment. The Communion
Stewards and Ushers have begun serving and
assisting our members and friends who are attending
in person service. We appreciate the Musicians and
those who lend their voices on Sunday morning,
those who help with the Media Ministry, and the HICS
ministry. Finally, thanks again to Sis Mary Hayman for
her decades of service as the editor of the McKendree
Matters. We welcome and thank Sis Rosalind Harris
for agreeing to serve in this role.

Sis Belva Martin,
Church Council Chairperson
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EPWORTH HOUSE MISSION PROJECT COMMITTEE ANNUAL MEETING
BALTIMORE – WASHINGTON CONFERENCE UNITED METHODIST WOMEN
Gertrude T. White, President

November 9th, 2021 – Time: 12 Noon
Wesley Theological Seminary
4500 Massachusetts Avenue
Washington, DC. 20016

“FINDING PEACE AND UNITY IN TODAY’S WORLD”
PLEASE NOTE: Wearing of masks and proof of
vaccination with card at front door required.
Thank you for your understanding.

The Origin of World Communion
In 1933, a Pittsburgh pastor, Hugh Thompson Kerr,
had a unique idea. What if churches all around the
world celebrated Holy Communion on the same
Sunday? He contacted leaders of various
denominations worldwide. His idea was met with
such warm enthusiasm that celebrating the
sacrament on the first Sunday of October is now an
annual affair. It unites Christians throughout the
world, or in the words of the popular hymn:

October 3, 2021

In Christ there is no east or west,
In Him no south or north;
But one great fellowship of love
Throughout the whole wide earth.
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Healthy/Helpful Tidbits from the Health
& Welfare Ministry
September is Healthy Aging Month and
celebrates the many positive aspects of growing
older: wisdom, self-discovery, and maturity. It’s
never too late to reinvent yourself, take up a new
activity, or pursue a new career. The key is to
keep moving and find ways to incorporate
exercise and healthier habits in your life. Healthy
aging in midlife and even in your senior years
isn’t rocket science. The body is a self-healing,
self-regulating system and performs best when
it’s on a regular schedule. The foundation for
healthy aging begins with routine habits around
nutrition, exercise and prevention.
Learn to Manage Stress
Manage stress through exercise and other
activities like yoga and mindfulness or a creative
outlet. Research shows that a life of stress is
really hard on the body, especially chronic stress.
Patients who have higher levels of baseline stress
are more prone to diabetes, cancer, heart disease
and obesity.

Focus on Better Nutrition
Eat a heart-healthy diet, more fruits and
vegetables and lean protein. Avoid or limit
starchy, fried and processed foods and too much
red meat. Reduce salt and sugar, increase
healthy fats such as fish oil and omega-3 fatty
acids, and skip anything with GMOs. (Ingredients
you can’t pronounce!) It’s definitely the time to
kick bad habits like excessive smoking or drinking,
too.
Most Important – Maintain a Healthy Weight
and Keep Moving
Make regular exercise a habit or at least find
ways to be more active. Several studies have
found a profound link between a generally
sedentary lifestyle, meaning hours upon hours of
sitting, and increased incidence of obesity,
diabetes, and cardiovascular disease, and total
mortality. For a lot of us, it can be too
overwhelming to make multiple lifestyle changes
at once. Focus on one area of your life that you
can improve. Exercise may be one of the easiest
and best of these options. Think about this
trifecta of benefits – heart health, combat weight
gain, and boost endorphins.
While the Health and Welfare Ministry is not able
to continue informational hours as we have done
in the past, we will commit to placing information
in McKendree Matters on health-related issues.
(Taken from IVY Rehab Network)

Get an Annual Physical
Get a yearly checkup and other preventative
screenings including pap smears, colonoscopies,
mammograms, and prostate specific antigen
(PSA) testing. Preventive screenings save lives by
catching cancer and chronic illnesses early.
Get Some Sleep
Embrace routine, especially when it comes to
sleep. Aim for 7-8 hours of regular,
uninterrupted sleep. Follow a regular schedule
with going to bed, waking up and when you eat
your meals. It also regulates hormones like
insulin and cortisol, which helps prevent disease.
14

Another dawn when we awakened in a world that is alien to us. We abide in a time when most are blinded
by lies. And those who know the truth are in denial or feel helpless to do anything about it. And though I do
not embrace the idea, life seems to be moving toward futility.
We, as believers hold tightly to our belief and trust in our Father who is our hope and salvation. With each
unfolding day, the task becomes more difficult. Our hearts ache for those of us who struggle to hold onto
their vision of a spiritual prosperous life overflowing with our Father’s quiet joy, grace and mercy.
Our Father only promised us one day at a time. And each evening we are able to reflect on many blessings
that have come our way. That’s a given. So, maybe, we need to practice living in the moment and not fretting
about the future. We have to listen to and trust our Father to take care of those we love and direct them in
the way they should go. Active prayer is required. Satan and his servants are forever busy. They are easy to
recognize because fear tactics are their main weapons. And they have invaded so called holy places where
they have found fertile ground. So, believers, this is my prayer for you:
“Our Father,
Though we walk through the valley in the shadow of spiritual death, help us, Father, to fear no evil. Let thy
Word and Holy Spirit comfort us. You promised that You would spread a bountiful table before us in the
presence of our enemies. You promised that we would overcome them. Our victory cup will be so filled that
it would spill over on Your Holy Table. You promised Your grace and mercy. Surely, without a single doubt
we will dwell with You in Your home forever. We do not know what the future will hold, but this we do know
that if we are faithful, we will be liberated someday. Our strength and help come from You, the maker of
Heaven and earth. We will be strong in the Lord and in Your mighty power. Grant us the spiritual bread we
need to survive this day. We praise Your Holy name. We submit this prayer in the name of the Father, His
Son Jesus, and the Holy Spirit. Amen.”
Allow us to continue to lift up our Father, exhibit gratefulness, obey and trust His Word and touch others with
a loving spirit in our hearts.
Your Sister in Christ,
Arabelle Finney

Sister Marie Gunn
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We extend our sympathy and offer prayers for
The Family of Sister Margaret Norwood
Brenda Mosley, in the loss of her brother,
Fred Mosley

Wednesday Bible Study will resume

on the study of the Book of Acts
on
September 15, 2021

from 11:00 am - 12:30 pm.
Study book order is pending.

Free Conference Call:

Ben Alexander, in the loss of his mother,
Mary Gill Alexander
Violet Davis, in the loss of her brother –
John Maddox
Yvonne Lucas, in the loss of her motherin-law, Anna Mae Lucas
Maurice Beasley, in the loss of his
grandmother, Shirley F. Beasley
Barbara Jones, in the loss of her brothers,
Arthur Lee Thomas and Tom Thomas

Dial In: 1-605-468-8009
Access Code: 516310#
Submitted by Minister Denise McKoy

PreConference Briefing Session
September 25, 9am to noon
This online session will introduce items coming before the Annual Conference Session in
October.

237th Annual Baltimore-Washington Conference Session (virtual)
Oct. 25-27
The theme of this year’s session is “Still One: Standing, Transforming, Rising.” The guiding
Scripture is Galatians 3:23 -29.
16

September-October
Lectionary Scriptures
September 7, 2021
- Proverbs 22: 1-2, 8-9, 22 - 23
- Psalm 125
- James 2:1 -10 (11-13), 14 – 17
- Mark 7: 24 – 27

All are invited to Bible Study on Tuesdays at 11 am via
teleconference. Class will begin on September 14th after a
break for the summer. Sis Belva Martin facilitates this
study of scripture, taken from the Lectionary, which
includes Old Testament, Psalms, Epistle, and the Gospel.
Those participating are asked to read the scriptures and
reflect on how the scriptures speak to them.
 What words or phrases come to mind?
 How does your life experience parallel or differ from
the readings?
 What would you tell your younger self based on the
scripture readings?
 How do current events reinforce the scriptures?
See list of scriptures for September and October 2021
and conference call in information.
Teleconference Line - 425-436-6319
Access Code: 181085
Belva’s Cell: 301-792-4613
Tuesdays at 11am

Begins on Saturday, September 18, 2021
12 noon on Zoom
Meeting ID: 8835981985. Password: 871611
Connect by phone: (301)715-8592
Study Leader- Pastor King

September 14, 2021
- Proverbs 1:20-33
- Psalm 19
- James 3:1-12
- Mark 8:27-38
September 21, 2021
- Proverbs 31:10-31
- Psalm 1
- James 3:13 - 4:3, 7-8a
- Mark 9:30-37
September 28, 2021
- Esther 7:1-6, 9-10; 9:20-22
- Psalm 124
- James 5:13-20
- Mark 9:38-50
October 5, 2021
- Job 1:1, 2:1-10
- Psalm 26
- Hebrews 1:1-4, 2:5-12
- Mark 10:2-16
October 12, 2021
- Job 23:1-9, 16-17
- Psalm 22:1-15
- Hebrews 4:12-16
- Mark 10:17-31
October 19, 2021
- Job 38:1-7, (34-41)
- Psalm 104:1-9, 24, 35c
- Hebrews 5:1-10
- Mark 10:35-45
October 26, 2021
- Job 42:1-6, 10-17
- Psalm 34:1-8, (19-22)
- Hebrews 7:23-28
- Mark 10:46-52
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Back-To-School Humor
What kind of school do you go to if you’re …
… an ice cream man?
Sundae school
… a giant?
High school
… a surfer?
Boarding school
… King Arthur?
Knight school

Please contribute to our
school supply drive. Place
your donations in the box in
the narthex.

September 26, 2021 at 10:00am
Guest Speaker: Dr. Anthony K. Wutoh
Provost, Howard University
All Howard Alumni are asked to donate $100 to
the Howard University Scholarship Fund.
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“You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden.” Matthew 5:14
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Pray Without Ceasing Ministry
Bradbury Heights’ Prayer Without Ceasing
Ministry holds intercessory prayer on
Tuesdays 7:00-8:00 PM.
Toll Free Prayer Line –
o Conference Line: 1-425-436-6304
o Code: 360092#

Bradbury Heights UMC Bible Study
Bradbury Heights will begin the 2021-2022 Bible
Study semester on Wednesday, September 8th at
11:00 AM and 6:30 PM. Pastor Bernard M. Harris,
Sr. will teach Jonah, Grace for Sinners and Saints.
Classes will be conducted virtually via Zoom.
Please contact Pastor Harris
at bharris745@gmail.com or Rosalyn Stephens
at rozzstephens@gmail.com
to order the study text or for more information.

o Contact Gayle Hebron @ 202-615-1693
with prayer requests.

Birthdays and Anniversaries

September 7th: Donovan Harmon
September 29th: Evan Stephens
September 30th: Helen Handon

October 1st: Talia Hamner
October 12th: Devin Moon
October 18th: Kimberly McCray

Sept. 12th: Vernon and Rosalyn Stephens; 29 years
1

In January 2021, National Youth Poet Laureate Amanda Gorman presented her poem
“The Hill We Climb” at the presidential inauguration. The final lines read: “For there is
always light, / if only we’re brave enough to see it. / If only we’re brave enough to be it.”
How often we long for light! In recent years we’ve agonized amid pandemic, angry
politics and new awareness of racism. Some have suffered deep sorrow. But Jesus says,
“I am the light of the world” (John 8:12) and invites us to turn to him. God is always
bringing light into darkness, through helpers, healers, peacemakers, friends. Sometimes
bravery is required to turn our focus from the negative to the positive — to see the light
of God.
Jesus also says, “You are the light of the world” (Matthew 5:14, emphasis added) and
calls us to brighten the gloom. That requires bravery, as Gorman notes, but as Christians
we’re urged to look for light not just to make our own lives better but to shine into
others’ lives too. The Holy Spirit gives us the needed courage — to
both see and be light.

2

3

Ryland Epworth Gazette
Ryland Epworth United Methodist Church
Rev. Dr. Samuel Holbrook-Smith
3200 S Street, SE
Washington, DC 20020
202-582-4006
reumc7255@gmail.com

“Sing to the Lord; praise his name.
Each day proclaim the good news that he saves.”
Psalm 96:2
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Welcoming New Tenants
Submitted by Sheila Brown, Trustee Board Chair
With the improvements to the lower-level sanctuary, REUMC has an
additional organization using a room for an office. An apostle from the
Kingdom Life International Ministries has joined us. He hopes to expand
his usage to perhaps worship service, Bible study, etc. at some point in
2022.

Donations for Clothing & Funds for Ghana
Submitted by Sheila Brown, Trustee Board Chair
During the spring/summer months, parishioners actively engaged in
collecting and preparing for shipment clothing for men, women, and
children in addition to electronics and other miscellaneous items that were
shipped to Ghana. Rev. Samuel Holdbrook-Smith's return visit to his
native country was timed so that he would be there to coordinate the
distribution of the items.

September 4th: Nicole Greene
September 24th: Marlene B. Pettaway

1

As you’re enjoying the fall colors and sipping apple cider, ponder this saying: “Autumn shows us how
beautiful it is to let things go.”
When leaves stop producing chlorophyll, they turn vibrant shades of yellow, orange and red. This
yearly spectacle makes way for the leaves to let go and fall. It also serves as a good reminder of things
we may need to drop: clutter around the home, a desire for control, commitments that no longer
bring joy, personal expectations that cause added stress, a need to always be right and so on.
Just as the Israelites had to let go of their past as slaves in Egypt and Saul-turned-Paul had to
abandon his persecuting ways, we, too, can let go of what weighs us down and gets in the way of
God’s best for our lives. Embrace fall as a season of change and see just how beautiful it is to let
things go!
—Janna Firestone
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MCKENDREE MATTERS
McKendree-Simms-Brookland
United Methodist Church
(Church Office) 2421 Lawrence Street, NE
(Church Sanctuary) 3321 – 24th Street, NE
Washington, DC. 20018
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