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December 20, 2021 | "Transformed Lives Transform Lives"

The staff of the Baltimore-Washington
Conference will be off Dec. 23 - Jan. 2.
We wish you a joyous Christmas and a new
year rich in God's blessings.
After working remotely for 19 months, the
BWC staff expects to return to their offices in
the Mission Center in Fulton on
Monday, Jan. 3.

Bishop Easterling shares a Christmas message

Bishop LaTrelle Easterling shares a Christmas message with the people of the BaltimoreWashington and Peninsula-Delaware Conferences. In her message from the historic Barratt's
Chapel in Delaware, she shares how even in the darkness that can cast shadows across our
lives, Christ comes. "The promise, the hope, the unrelenting comfort of Christmas is that Christ
comes," she said. See and share the video. Read a story about Barratt's Chapel.

New and Featured
During this fourth week of Advent, in the Be Light
devotional, the Rev. Lydia E. Muñoz reflects on incarnational
faith and how we're each called to "love the hell out of
people." See her reflections.
Journey UMC creates a new home: On Dec. 18, Journey UMC in Temple Hills cut the ribbon
on its newly renovated parsonage, which will serve as affordable housing for a family in need.
The project was part of the Adrienne Terry Initiative of the Greater Washington District. Read
the story.
Facing a 'blue Christmas': The disparity between how we feel and how we ought to feel,
leads to confusion where we were shaped by memories of holidays marked by endings:
fractured relationships and unresolved conflicts, family and friends who have passed on,
situations where we did not feel safe or secure, or seasons when we faced severe economic
insecurity. For many, we may not know how to ask for support and how build our own
resilience. Learn more.
Register for WAVE: WAVE, an online event for youth, will be held Friday, Jan. 7, from 8 to
9:30 p.m. and Saturday, Jan 8, from 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. The youth-planned event will feature
keynote speaker, Heather Flies; the band, Urban Street Level; a ventriloquist, breakout
sessions, and a time to "dish with the bish." There is a $25 fee for the event per group. Your
group could be 10 or 100 -- it’s still $25. Youth are encouraged to gather at their churches for
the event. Learn more and see a tentative schedule. Register.

We bear witness: Last week, the Rev. Neal Christie, the BWC’s Executive Minister of
Connected Engagement, spoke on behalf of Bishop LaTrelle Easterling at a rally on Capitol Hill
focusing on the moral imperatives of the 2021 Build Back Better Act and the need not to
overlook this opportunity to keep our promise to the 11 million immigrant adults and 1.5 million
immigrant children who aspire to a path to full citizenship in our country. "To fully recognize the
intention that Christ was born in a stable in Bethlehem,” he said, “we must commit ourselves to
pray, ponder, and perform acts that glorify God and build Beloved Community.” See the text of
his prayer.
EarthKeepers sought: BWC Creation Care ministries share that the General Board of Global
Ministries seeks U.S.-based United Methodists to lead grassroots environmental projects that
are action-oriented, anti-racist, bold and entrepreneurial. Global Ministries EarthKeepers is a
training program that equips U.S.-based United Methodists to launch and grow environmental
projects in their communities. Learn more.

Upcoming Events
Opportunities for Discipleship and Transformation

Accessibility
Conversation
Jan 7, 11 a.m.
Hosted by the BWC Disability
Commission about the different
aspects of accessibility in the life of the
church. Register.

WAVE
Jan. 7-8, 2022
A revival event for BWC and
Pen-Del youth will be held
online. Learn more and
register at https://waveoc.org.

Let’s Talk About …
Tuesday, Jan. 11, 7 to 9 p.m.
Cacique Restaurant,
Frederick
This stop on a district-by-district
tour provides a safe space for young adults
from the Frederick District to address tough
questions will meet at Cacique Restaurant
in Frederick. Learn more.

Christians Engaged in
Faith Formation
Jan. 13, 10 a.m.
The theme of the online call is
“Vacation Bible School.” Learn
more and see the Zoom registration
information.

Human Relations Sunday
Jan. 16
One of the denomination's Special
Sundays, the offering taken this day
supports ministries of justice and outreach.
Learn more and get resources.

Accessibility
Conversation
Feb. 4, 11 a.m.

Hosted by the BWC
Disability Commission about
the different aspects of accessibility in
the life of the church. Register.
Step Out: Culture of Call
2022
Feb. 5, 11 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Wesley Freedom UMC,
Eldersburg
An event for young people to explore their
call to ministry. Learn more and register.
The same event will be held March 12, at
Wyoming UMC in Dover, Del. Register.

Disability Awareness
Sunday
Feb. 6
Churches are encourage to
observe Disability Awareness

Sunday. Explore a new liturgy for the
occasion. See resources for the celebration.

BWC Events Calendar
Online 24/7
Be sure to visit the BWC
Events Calendar frequently
to stay up-to-date on all the
wonderful training, resource webinars, and
events coming in the weeks and months
ahead. Visit www.bwcumc.org/events/

Discipleship News and Ideas
Young People Exploring Call: Are you wondering if God has huge plans in store for your life?
Are you ready to step out and see where God is calling you? Attend the "Step Out: God Has
Plans for You" event for a day of worship, breakout sessions, and personal reflection. The
Step Out event is intended for young adults ages 14-25, but all are welcome. Youth leaders
and pastors are invited to accompany young people at these events being held from 11 a.m. to
3:30 p.m. on two dates:
Saturday, Feb. 5, at Wesley Freedom UMC, 961 Johnsville Road in Sykesville. Register.
Saturday, March 12, at Wyoming UMC, 216 Wyoming Mill Road in Dover. Register.
The BWC Disability Commission will host a monthly Accessibility Conversation on the first
Friday of each month at 11 a.m via Zoom. Learn more about the different aspects of
accessibility in the life of the church. Register here. Email Rev. Leo Yates at
lyates@bwcumc.org for more information.
The BWC’s Gun Violence Prevention task force calls on United Methodists to be
peacemakers this year. They recall how last year in Charles County on Christmas Day, a 13year old accidentally shot and killed a 17-year old relative in their home. They recommend all
those with guns in their homes learn more about safe storage and that all people continue to
pray that “love and forgiveness will triumph over violence.”

Classifieds
Pasadena UMC is hiring an office manager
to handle the church’s day-to-day
operations with a focus on digital
communication. To apply, submit a cover
letter and resume to Ginger Atchison.
Questions? Call 410-647-3090.
Wesley Freedom UMC's Early Years
Learning Center is seeking to hire an
assistant director. A deep love of children
and passion to help them grow spiritually,
relationally, and academically is essential.
This is a full-time, year-round position.
Salary is $55,000-$60,000 depending on
qualifications. To apply, submit resume and
cover letter to Mike Stebner.

Emmanuel UMC in Laurel is seeking to hire
for multiple part-time positions:
accompanist/associate music director,
communications manager, director/minister
of Christian education, minister of pastoral
care and new members, and worship
leader/musician. Positions may be
combined to create a full-time position
depending on the gifts and graces of
candidates. For full job descriptions,
requirements, and instructions on applying,
visit www.eumclaurel.org/jobs/.
Magothy UMC of the Deaf in Pasadena is
seeking to hire a part-time bookkeeper. This
position is ready to be filled. The job

includes: seven hours a month at a rate of
$20/hour. The duties will entail check
writing, bookkeeping, generating reports,
presenting reports every other month to the
Church Council and assisting with
formatting the church budget. A full job
description is available upon request. For
more information or to apply, contact Rev.
Kathleen Lossau at 217-341-2181.

Submissions?
Melissa Lauber, Director of Communications
11711 East Market Place, Fulton, MD 20759
410.309.3455 | mlauber@bwcumc.org
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