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To Offer Thanks
We need to offer thanks to God
For all He does each day.
He sends so many blessings
To brighten up our way.
He blesses us with loving friends
Who fill our hearts with cheer;
And daily He supplies our needs
So we never have to fear.
We cannot even fathom
The fullness of His love,
The mercy and forgiveness
From His storehouse up above.
He guides us on life’s journey
Through each peril that’s ahead.
And with His hands to lead us
There is nothing we should dread.
So don’t forget to thank Him
For His constant loving care.
Give Him praise and adoration
As you seek His will in prayer.
by Francis Culp Wolfe
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every purpose under heaven. Ecclesiastes 3:1

As I take my morning walks, it is noticeable that
the autumn season is in process. The summer
season is slowly transitioning to fall. Leaves are
beginning to wither and fall. What is significant
about this transition is that the trees and
perennials are displaying something significant
for us to learn and model.
All summer long trees have used their energy,

Open Hearts
Open Minds
Open Doors

strength and power to produce. Autumn

The people of the United Methodist Church

represents for trees nature’s transition from
giving out to taking in by going within.
After having given out so much, the tree realizes
that it is time to go within for a period of
restoration. Learning how to realize the need for
change and restoration is a challenge for most of
us. It takes courage to realize production does not
have to happen all the time. Trees give in to

Sunday, December 19th

restoration without worrying if they will return
the next season.
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Society has taught us to stay busy, to keep

Time to Thank, Time to Share

producing. As a result, many people don’t take
time to go within for holistic restoration. There
is a time for healing, for restoration and just
plain old fashion rest.
Scripture teaches us that Jesus often retreated
before or just after an event for restoration.
As a result of the COVID epidemic and the
ongoing shifts that are under way, each of us has
been through a season of emotional, physical
and spiritual change. It is my hope that we will
take time to “go within” for a time of healing,
restoring and redefining ourselves. We have the
disciplines of prayer, study, and worship, as
well as time with family and participating in the
activities that bring us joy.

Thanksgiving is a time to share.
A roasted turkey stuffed with care,
potatoes, yams and buttered rolls
are passed around in festive bowls.
But first we thank our God above
and share with others his great love.
The dish served last is always best —
a slice of pie for every guest.
by MaryAnn Sundby

This is the time.
This is the season.
Love and Light,
Pastor Eric Wellington King
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Church Council Corner
Greetings, MSB Family and Friends! We held
two call Church Council Meetings since
August. After Sunday service on September
12th, we held a call meeting to address
issues related to our media ministry and
paying Sis Joy Bowman for her services from
July 2021 to the present. The Council
approved a recommendation to establish a
media ministry, as we currently do not have
one, and a recommendation to pay Sis
Bowman for past services.
Our second call meeting was on Tuesday,
September 22nd, where the Church Council
approved the slate of nominations for
officers for 2022 put forth by the Committee
on Lay Leadership. In addition, the Council
approved the recommendation from SPRC
on Pastor King’s compensation and
candidates for Lay Servants and Ordained
Clergy. This work was in preparation for
MSB’s Church Conference, which was held
on Saturday, October 9th. The Church
Conference meeting was held by Zoom and
MSB was well represented.

During an opening “service” with scripture,
song, and reflection by Superintendent
Gerry Green, Rev Green spoke about
moving from an inward focus on the church
building and membership to an outward
focus on discipleship and reaching those
who are hungry for Christ. After the opening
session, the churches in the Cooperative
Parish met in breakout rooms to conduct
church business. Each Pastor shared his
report, including goals for the upcoming
year, followed by a missional moment
reflecting the work of the congregation for
the past year. As October is Pastor
Appreciation Month, Sis Judy Jones
acknowledged and offered appreciation to
Pastor King before presenting the Pastor’s
compensation report. Of note is that the
recommended compensation for 2022 does
not include any increases over 2021 as the
annual conference recommended increases
have not been set. The Church Council will
hold a meeting to approve a recommended
increase in the Pastor’s compensation after
annual conference which is scheduled for
October 25-27. Pastor King closed us in
prayer. Thanks to Sis Mary Harris for
serving as the recorder for the Cooperative
Parish.
Sis Belva Martin,
Church Council Chairperson
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If we omitted your November or December
birthday, please let the Church Office or Rosalind Harris
know. We all want to celebrate with you.

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
I thank you for your birthday
blessings by prayers, cards and gifts.
I am most grateful for all. May God
continue blessing each one of you.
Yours,
Ellen Davis

How Beautiful a day can be when
kindness touches it! My sincere Thank
You for sharing your love and
kindness with me on my recent
Birthday celebration. Much
love to all and may you continue
the year with blessings!
Love, Lynn Davenport

To My McKendree Church Family,
Thank you for your prayers and kind expressions of sympathy on the passing of my
nephew, Christian Elliot. Your words of comfort and acts of love have been a blessing during
this difficult time.
Sincerely,
Yvonne Whitmore
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“OUR GOAL SHOULD NOT BE TO GIVE TILL IT
HURTS BUT TO GIVE TILL IT FEELS GOOD”
The Trustees are continuing their efforts to
bring information and church services to all of
our members and to reach out to the
community and the world with the installation
and implementation of audio and visual
equipment. At this time, we are able to have
virtual meetings and church services via Zoom,
which requires a computer, i-phone, i-pad,
tablet or landline to connect using dial-in or a
computer link. When all systems are in place,
we will be able to broadcast service via YouTube
and other social media platforms on the world
wide web. You can also connect with Rev. King
on Facebook. Thank you for your support and
patience while this endeavor is being put into
place.
God Bless.
Hunter Alexander
Trustee Chairperson

Giving by looking at one’s bills is giving from the
head and means that it’s done sparingly;
necessity giving is from fear. True giving is not a
matter of the pocketbook, it is a matter of the
heart. Giving from the heart is giving of love. It
feels good to love. That’s why God loves a
cheerful giver.
Let us grow in the grace of giving to the point to
where we can say, “All that I have and all that I
am I give to God and for His Service.” (Bring The
Full Tithe, by W.D. Watley).
As we end Year 2021 let us continue to strive to
make disciples for Jesus Christ. Let’s keep our church
doors open to all who enter in.
May you and your family have a wonderful
Thanksgiving and a Very Merry Christmas!
Remember Jesus is the reason for the Season!
Let MSBUMC begin 2022 with a new vision and a
New Attitude for Christ!
Peace and Blessings,
Mary J. Harris

Finance Chair
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From the Sick and Recovering Ministry
Greetings Fellow Members.
The Sick and Recovering Ministry is sending out a
Home Touch publication to many of our Sick and
Watch Care members each month. Home Touch
is a compilation of scriptures, word find puzzles
and invaluable coping information designed to
inspire and accommodate persons who are
homebound, for whatever reason. I hasten to add
that Sister Jackie Hayman also has a similar
model, called In Touch that she sends out
monthly as well. The beauty of Home Touch is
that it has brain teasing exercises and challenging
scriptures for the entire month. I am also excited
about the possibility that members can call each
other and make this a fun connection by working
together on the activities in this publication.
Further, if members are so inclined, they can put
their heads together and submit their thoughts to
McKendree Matters (a sick/recovering & watch
care members corner, maybe?)
We remain grateful to Sister Carolyn Alexander,
who continues to send inspirational cards to our
sick members and Rosalind Harris, who sends
greeting cards to our watch care members.
Finally, Sister Jackie Hayman prepares the
bereavement cards for presentation of the
Memorial Teardrop and Memorial Cluster at
funeral services.
Karl L. Ore
Sick and Recovering Ministry Chairperson

Our Known Sick and Recovering
& Watch Care Members
Abner and Lucy McCorkle
Alvon Lewis
Annie Rice
Bertha McNair
Christine Thomas
Elizabeth Phillips
Herman Cobb
Julius Moore IV
Karen Morse
Karlene Ore-Klimpacher
Kathryn Thornton
Lenora McRae
Mary Hubbard
Matilda Corley
Michael and Genevieve Johnson
Rev & Mrs. Alphonso Harrod
Rev. Alphie Ngameni’s family
in Cameroon, Africa
Rosalie Guerra
Sallie Henderson
Saundra McNaIr
Steven Bowman
Sue Bennafield
Tara Armwood
Thaddeus Griffin
Vicki Anderson
Willa Kynard
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by Bertha Cobb

What, if any were the early signs that you noticed
before/when Mr. Cobb was diagnosed with
Alzheimer’s disease?

In what ways have other family, friends, neighbors been
most helpful to you and Mr. Cobb as you navigate life
with Alzheimer’s?

He became suspicious of people. He would hide his
wallet and other important stuff, and then forget that
he hid them. He would then accuse others of stealing
his things. He would get dressed for church on days
other than Sunday.

Bible Study was a great outlet and way to keep my faith
and strength. When Herman was still living at home, his
MSBUMC male friends (Hayman, Wallace, and Ore) would
visit him, and that would be entertaining and encouraging
to him. He enjoyed receiving cards and care bags from the
Sick and Recovery ministry. Our children, grandchildren,
and his brother and sister would take turns visiting and
sitting with him, providing me a reprieve from caregiving.

What changes presented the greatest challenge for
you as a spouse and caregiver?
Herman always handled all the household affairs
(paying bills, repairs, grocery shopping, etc). As the
disease progressed, he was no longer capable of doing
these tasks.
Were there ways that life didn’t change? Things that
you and Mr. Cobb continued to enjoy even with the
onset of Alzheimer’s?
We still enjoyed going to church together and both of
us singing in our respective choirs. Thanks to his good
buddy Eldon Hayman, who would pick him up for choir
rehearsal, Herman was able to participate in the choir
well into the disease. Music brought him so much joy
and he loved singing. He still loves music to this day.
Often when we visit him,we play his favorite song “It Is
Well” and it brings tears to his eyes. We also enjoyed
attending family reunions together.
How did you determine when to seek a residential
care facility for Mr. Cobb?
When he became a danger to himself and others. For
example, he would try to use the stove in the middle
of the night and leave it on; and he had a couple of
episodes of wandering out of the house.

Is there other advice or information that you would like
to share?
Get a support group, allow your church, family, and friends
to help you. Always respect, remember, and honor who
your loved one was BEFORE the disease. Don’t define
them by their current condition. No matter how
challenging their behavior or actions, know that it’s the
disease and not your loved one. If they could help it or stop
it, they surely would. And as our daughter Barbara
always says, “even though Daddy’s mind is waning,
his spirit waxes strong!” What the mind forgets, the
heart always remembers.
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What Scriptures have you relied on for strength and support as
Alzheimer’s has affected your family?
Psalm 23; James 5:14-15; Romans 8:28; and Phi 4:13

Psalm 23
The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.
2

He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth

me beside the still waters.
3

He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of

righteousness for his name's sake.
4

Mr. & Mrs. Herman Cobb

James 5:14-15

Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of

death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and
thy staff they comfort me.
5

Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine

enemies: thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth
14

Is any sick among you? let him call

over.

for the elders of the church; and let
them pray over him, anointing him
with oil in the name of the Lord:
15

And the prayer of faith shall save the

sick, and the Lord shall raise him up;

6

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days

of my life: and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.

Philippians 4:13

and if he have committed sins, they

13

shall be forgiven him.

strengtheneth me.

I can do all things through Christ which

Romans 8:28
28

And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are

the called according to his purpose.
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Tuesday Bible Study
11:00am
Study Leader:
Belva Martin

Teleconference Line:
425-436-6319

Access Code:
181085

Belva’s Cell: 301-792-4613
November / December Lectionary Scriptures
November 2, 2021 (No class)
- Ruth 1: 1-18
- Psalm 146
- Heb 9:11-14
- Mark 12:28-34

December 7, 2021
- Malachi 3:1-4
- Luke 1:68-79
- Philippians 1:3-11
- Luke 3:1-6

November 9, 2021
- Ruth 3:1-5; 4:13-17 and
- Psalm 127
- Hebrews 9:24-28
- Mark 12:38-44

-December 14, 2021
- Zephaniah 3:14-20
- Isaiah 12:2-6
- Philippians 4:4-7
- Luke 3:7-18

November 16, 2021
- 1 Samuel 1:4-20
- Psalm 113
- Hebrews 10:11-14, (15-18), 19-25
- Mark 13:1-8

December 21, 2021
- Micah 5:2-5a
- Luke 1:46b-55
- Hebrews 10:5-10
- Luke 1:39-45, (46-55)

November 23, 2021
- 2 Samuel 23:1-7 and
-Psalm 132:1-12, (13-18)
- Revelation 1:4b-8
- John 18:33-37
November 30, 2021
- Jeremiah 33:14-16
- Psalm 25:1-10
- 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13
- Luke 21:25-36

December 28, 2021
- 1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26
- Psalm 148
- Colossians 3:12-17
- Luke 2:41-52

11

We extend our sympathy and offer prayers for
The Family of Sister Joyce Johnson

Wednesday Bible Study
on the Book of Acts

Yvonne Whitmore, in the loss of her
nephew, Christian Elliot
Karl Ore, in the loss of his first cousin,
Jacqueline Ore

with
Minister Denise McKoy

from 11:00 am - 12:30 pm.
Free Conference Call:
Dial In: 1-605-468-8009
Access Code: 516310#

Tuesdays
-

7:00 – 8:00 pm
Zoom.us
ID: 8835981985
Password: 871661
Dial In: 301-715-8592
(use same information as above)

The study guide for Men’s Bible Study, Through the Eyes of
Color is available for purchase in the Church Office.
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Our own Minister Alphonsine Ngameni, traveled to Africa from
September 7 – 22nd on a mission trip. The trip included a two-day
conference at the Congress Hall in Yaounde, which is in the Central
part of Cameroon. She also participated in many other activities with
the churches, the elderly and orphans. Minister Alphie, who was the
only Cameroonian in the group, traveled with a team of 11
missionaries from the United States. She would like to thank all
those who stand with them in prayer, counsel, finance and all areas of
support, especially Rev. Hall, Rev. King and Sister Lynn Davenport.
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Thanksgiving Beatitudes
Be thankful that you don’t already have everything you desire. If you did, what would
there be to look forward to?
Be thankful when you don’t know something, for it gives you the opportunity to learn.
Be thankful for the difficult times. During those times you grow.
Be thankful for your limitations, because they give you opportunities for
improvement.
Be thankful for each new challenge, because it will build your strength and character.
Be thankful for your mistakes. They will teach you valuable lessons.
Be thankful when you’re tired and weary, because it means you’ve made a difference.
Author unknown
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Grandparents Sunday at MSB UMC
Submitted by Minister Denise McKoy

We remembered to take time to celebrate
grandparents and grandchildren on National
Grandparents Sunday, September 12th. It was with
great delight that this special family bond was
highlighted during our Sunday worship.
Brianna Broadnax, a 14-year old youth, recited
a loving and fitting poem, which she selected to
honor all grandparents worshiping in-person
and virtually.

Grandma Rosalind & the Grandkids

As many as 19 families shared picture memories. Thank you!!!
Hope Taylor put her magnificent, creative touch on a PowerPoint presentation, which so
beautifully reflected the love of Grandchildren and their Grandmothers, Nanas, G-Mas,
Grandads, Babas, Pop Pops and other Names of Endearment.
Special thanks to Young Adult, Alexis Martin for rendering the Children’s Message, Liturgist,
Kimberly Lewis and Musicians Nicole Green and Anita Lambert for their melodious
contributions.
Appearing on this page are picture memories from the families of Mary Pinn and Rosalind
Harris, which were mistakenly left out of the original presentation.
Soon, the final PowerPoint will be available upon request electronically via email.
“Grandchildren are the crown of the aged … “ ~ Proverbs 17:6

The Pinn Family
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Joyce’s favorite hymn was “Jesus is All the World to Me”. I wish to share an imagined
conversation between Joyce and me. I’m referencing Psalm 40.
Joyce speaking to me: “ I waited patiently for the Lord; and He inclined to me and heard my cry.
He brought me up also out of a horrible pit, out of the miry clay, and set my feet upon a rock, and
established my goings. And He has put a new song in my mouth, even praise unto our God: many
shall see it, and fear, and shall trust in the Lord. Blessed is that man that maketh the Lord his trust,
and respecteth not the proud, nor such as turn aside to lies”. Psalm 40: 1-4
Then Joyce turned from me and looked upward. She called out, “Many, O Lord, my God, are
thy wonderful works which thou has done, and thy thoughts which are to us-ward: they cannot be
reckoned up in order unto thee: if I would declare and speak of them, they are more than can be
numbered. Sacrifice and offering thou didst not desire; my ears hast thou opened: burnt offering and
sin offering hast thou not required.”
“Then said I, Lo, I come: in the volume of the book that is written of me. I delight to do thy will, O my
God, Yea, thy law is within my heart. I have preached righteousness in the great congregation: lo, I
have not refrained my lips. O Lord, thou knowest. I have not hid thy righteousness in my heart; I
have declared thy faithfulness and thy salvation: I have not concealed thy loving kindness and thy
truth from the great congregation. Withhold not thy tender mercies from me, O Lord. Let thy loving
truth and kindness continually preserve me.” Psalm 40: 5 – 11
“Lord, lift me up. Take me home!”
And God replied: “Well done, Joyce. Come home.”
Praise God, Joyce. Jesus was all the world to you.
Written by Arabelle Finney
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The History of Veterans Day
In 1918, on the 11th hour of the 11th day of the
11th month, an armistice was declared between
the Allied nations and Germany in World War I.
Just over 116,000 Americans died in World War
I, defending the lives and freedom of our
European allies. The following year, U.S.
President Woodrow Wilson proclaimed November
11th as the first commemoration to honor the
soldiers who fought that war. The day was
originally known as Armistice Day. November
11th became a federal holiday in the United
States in 1938. In the aftermath of World War II
and the Korean War, the holiday became known
as Veteran’s Day. Today, there is a projected
total of 1.5 million active duty service men and
women in the U.S. military, with an additional
800,000 serving in reserve components.
Today there are approximately 21 million
veterans alive in the U.S. The first celebration
using the term Veterans Day occurred in
Birmingham, Alabama in 1947. This “National
Veterans Day” celebration included a parade and
other festivities to honor all veterans.
Submitted by Mary Hayman

One of McKendree’s Vets –
Brother Abner McCorkle
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MSB Leaders Retreat
Saturday, November 6th
10am-12noon

• Zoom.us
• ID:

8835981985
• Password: 871611
• Dial in: 301-715-8592
• (use same information above)

On Sunday, September 26th McKendreeSimms-Brookland celebrated Education
Sunday. Dr Anthony K. Wutoh, HU
Provost, delivered the morning message.
He spoke from Acts 8: 26 – 40, the story
of Philip and the Ethiopian eunuch.
Dr. Wutoh shared that
• God will always send an honest
teacher to an honest seeker of
truth.
• It doesn’t matter your position; the
Gospel applies to all.
• There is joy in the inclusiveness of
the Gospel.
MSB presented Dr. Wutoh with a plaque
and a special donation to the Howard
University Scholarship Fund.

Health and Welfare

Submitted by the Health & Welfare Committee
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Scripture Reading: Zephaniah 3:14-20
Anger is one letter short of danger! —Anon.

W

e’re in the season of Advent, counting the days until Christmas. It’s a festive season, but
it can also be a stressful time. Tempers can run short.
Most of us have said things we wish we had not said. In the heat of the moment, our passion
takes over and leaves our brains behind. One website posted an article in which people
identified topics about which an argument ensued. These heated disagreements included:
• A discussion of which weighed more, a pound of bricks or a pound of feathers;
• A disagreement over who painted the Mona Lisa, one person saying the artist was
Leonardo DiCaprio;
• An argument because of what someone did to the other in a dream;
• A brouhaha over the question of whether frosting turns a muffin into a cupcake;
• And a difference of opinion as to whether salsa and picante are the same thing.
Here’s a reminder to help us as we engage with others during Advent. These principles are
not original with me, and perhaps you’ve read them before. They bear repeating. Before saying
something you might regret later, ask yourself three questions:
• Does this need to be said?
• Does this need to be said by me?
• Does this need to be said by me, now?
If you can’t remember these rules, remember what the Bible says:
• “Let your speech always be gracious, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how you
ought to answer everyone” (Colossians 4:6).
• “Let no evil talk come out of your mouths, but only what is useful for building up, as
there is need, so that your words may give grace to those who hear” (Ephesians 4:29).
—Timothy Merrill

Prayer: Lord Jesus, help me to refrain from being hurtful today, and to use my words to bless
others. In your name. Amen.

HomeTouch® | Visit us at: HomeTouchMinistry.com | © 2021 CRI, PO Box 9290, Canton OH 44711
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Make Your Preparations
Advent'-urous
Advent — the first season of the liturgical
year — includes the four Sundays and
weeks prior to December 25. Advent
dates from the fourth century, when it
lasted 40 days and included fasting and
solemnity, much like Lent.

Advent is from Adventus, Latin for

“coming,” referring to Jesus’ birth in
Bethlehem and also his second coming.
The traditional colors of Advent are
purple for penitence or blue for hope.
Observing Advent is a meaningful,
adventurous way to prepare for
Christmas. Buy or make an Advent
wreath and use candles of your choice:
four blue, four purple, or three blue or
purple and one pink. If you have a fifth
spot, add one white Christ candle.
During meals or devotions, light only
one candle the first week. Add another
for each new week (the pink candle
traditionally marks the third week),
concluding with the white candle (if you
have one) on Christmas. The increasing
light reminds us we’re getting closer to
celebrating Christ’s light coming into the
world.
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ROCK is now WAVE !
WHO:: 6th – 12th grade students
& their adult leaders
WHEN: January 7 – 9, 2022
WHERE: Ocean City, MD
More information at waveoc.org

Attitude
The longer I live, the more I realize the impact of attitude on life. Attitude to me is more important than
facts. It is more important than the past, than education, than money – than circumstances – than what
other people think, or say or do. It is more important than appearance, than giftedness or skill. It will
make or break a company – a church – a home.
The remarkable thing is, you have a choice every day regarding the attitude you will embrace that day.
You cannot change the past – you cannot change the fact that people will act in a certain way. You
cannot change the inevitable. The only thing that you can do is plan on the one thing you have, and that
is your attitude. I am convinced that it is 10% what happens to you, and 90% how you react to it.
(author unknown)
Submitted by Karl Ore

Ryland Epworth Gazette
Ryland Epworth United Methodist Church
Rev. Dr. Samuel Holdbrook-Smith
3200 S Street, SE
Washington, DC 20020
202-582-4006
reumc7255@gmail.com
“Sing to the Lord; praise his name.
Each day proclaim the good news that he saves.”
Psalm 96:2
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Remembering 9/11: Penn-Branch 9/11 Memorial Park Ceremony
On Saturday, September 11th, the Penn-Branch Community Association
commemorated the 20th anniversary of 9/11 with a special program, “A Day of
Remembrance American Airlines Flight #77” to remember and honor the victims,
including former Ryland Epworth UMC member Hilda E. Taylor. Sheila Brown,
Trustee Chair, and Senitra McCombs, Communications Coordinator, represented
Ryland Epworth UMC at the ceremony in which representatives from local
churches and neighborhood associations honored local victims with a candle
lighting ceremony, prayer, and music.
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November 4th: Mrs. Marjorie Holdbrook-Smith
November 14th: Sheila Brown

December 16th: Kimberly Richardson

A New Thanksgiving Tradition
At Thanksgiving, we give thanks for things (food, home, clothing, work) and loved ones (family,
friends, pets). But if the people we name aren’t present, they may never know how precious
they are to us. This November, start a new tradition by writing notes of thanks to people you
appreciate.
Follow Paul’s model of starting letters with thanksgiving: “First, I thank my God through Jesus
Christ for all of you, because your faith is being reported all over the world” (Romans 1:8,
NIV). Notice how he thanks his addressees by thanking God for them. Paul is specific too, not
writing, “Thanks for everything!”
Expressing genuine thanksgiving to God and another person, you might write something like
this:

Dear Judy, This Thanksgiving I’m thinking about special people in my life. You are one! I thank
God for our friendship, for your strong witness for Jesus and for your willingness to lend a
hand as a substitute teacher. (Your chocolate cookies are icing on the cake!) I praise God for
you! Sincerely, Joan
3

4

The Example of Mary
“We must look to Mary’s example to know how to deal with the glorious impossibilities of
God,” writes Calvin Miller in The Christ of Christmas. “Look how she turned the world upside
down by making one simple statement.”
Jesus surely could have come to earth without Mary’s aid. But God seems to prefer partnering
with people to accomplish miracles such as salvation and healing. So God chooses Mary to
carry the Savior. Later, Jesus often declares people’s own faith crucial to their healing. And
today, God works justice through us, not apart from us.
God doesn’t force us into collaboration. Yet, notes Miller, “God needs only a little of our
agreement in order to work mighty wonders.” Like Mary’s humble assent: “I am the Lord’s
servant. … May your word to me be fulfilled” (Luke 1:38, NIV). And like yours — for whatever
partnership God invites you into. God will do the heavy lifting, for certain, but he hopes you’ll
say yes.

“You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden.”
Matthew 5:14
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Return to In-Person Worship
The congregation and constituents of First
Church Bradbury Heights will begin a
hybrid worship model on December 5th, the
first Sunday in December and the second
Sunday in the Advent season. This hybrid
model will include in-person worship with
social distancing along with
videoconferencing for those who wish to
continue virtual worship. Through God’s
grace, we have maintained a virtual model
throughout the Covid-19 pandemic.
Through the audio-visual talents of Evan
Stephens, worshippers have been able to
see, hear and participate in live worship
without pause for the prior year and a half.
The Trustees are now working to assure
that the sanctuary and other spaces are
prepared as safe spaces for worship. The
audio-visual team is testing equipment to
maximize the worship experience.
We look forward to our family and friends
joining us in-person or on-line as we
continue to follow the example in Acts 2:42
– They devoted themselves to the apostles’
teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of
bread and to prayer. (NIV).

Mission and Outreach Update
The Prayer Without Ceasing
Ministry will celebrate its
2nd Anniversary on January 9,
2022. The ministry, led by Certified
Lay Minister Gayle Hebron, hosts a
weekly intercessory prayer
conference line for all who wish to
be in prayer.
Tuesdays 7:00-8:00 PM
Conference Line: 425-436-6304
Code: 360092#
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November 7th: Devion Moon
November 20th: Valerie Quick
November 25th: Earlene Lee

December 5th: Eva Arey
December 8th: Karen Arey-Johnson
December 10th: Frank McCray
December 19th: Toni Hamner
December 25th: Noel Harmon Fennell

Christmas To-Do List
When the song of the angels is stilled,
When the star in the sky is gone,
When the kings and princes are home,
When the shepherds are back with
their flock,
The work of Christmas begins:
to find the lost,
to heal the broken,
to feed the hungry,
to release the prisoner,
to rebuild the nations,
to bring peace among brothers,
to make music in the heart.
—Howard Thurman

Somehow, not only for Christmas,
But all the long year through,
The joy that you give to others,
Is the joy that comes back to you.
And the more you spend in blessing
The poor and lonely and sad,
The more of your heart’s possessing
Returns to you glad.
by John Greenleaf Whittier
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